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IN BAJA CALIFORNIA-

What History Owes to the Jesuit
Pioneers

THEIR WORK AMONG THE INDIANS

A Dive into an Ancient Docnmcnt in Which
Villfl VVienl Tales are TolilThe

Early Conquests

LOWER CturoitxiA September 2 lSbt
Special Correspondence of Tnn HERALD

Tho student of ethnology however ultra
Protestant his religious views must admit
that he owes a great deal to the Jesuits for
their zeal in propagating a knowledge of

tho lands they visited Especially is this
true of America and the numerous writ-
ings of the early fathers form the founda

tlon upon which are based all subsequent
researches They gave the first faithful

ACCOUNTS Or THE JfBW WOULD

and under their motto Ad Maoreia Die
Gtortam To Gods greater glory they
not only built chapels and colleges in the
wilderness but erected observatories and
made maps Few indeed arc the districts-
in America concerning which they have
not supplied the oldest and best works and
one can scarcely attempt the study of any
aboriginal language without finding that a
Jesuit has been there before him and left a
grammar for his guidance Besides pos-
sessing the courage of martyrs many of
them were men of great learning the most
enthusiastic naturalists and geographers
the best astronomers and mathematicians
of their time-

It will be remembered that the Society
of Jesus which created such an influence
upon the fate of California was founded in
1534 by Ignatius of Loyola and five of his
friends its original purpose being only a
visit to the Holy Land Wars with the
Turks forbidding that mission the historic-
six turned their attention toward the new
issues that arose with the reformation
so effectually that for two hundred years
tho society filled a large space in the
ecclesiastical and political history of the
world until Pope Clement X felt con-
strained

¬

to issue an edict suppressing it in
all the states of Christendom

Viewed in the impartial light of history-
one is amazed to note how their numbers
increased for besides tho threefold obli-
gation common to all Romish orders of
chastity poverty and obedience these
added before unheard of austerities and
bound themselves unreservedly to po as
missionaries to any remote corner of the
globe the Popo might indicate Nor were
their ranks recruited from the poor and
iignorant and after entering the order
twelve
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hard study prayer and mortification were
required before one could aspire even to
the humble office of a priest Yet at their
second centennial they numbered 325s9
with nearly a thousand schools and colleges-
and 379 mission stations in various infidel
countries

Their decline was as rapid as their rise
though only in France and Spain were
they subjected to the undue severity of be
ing driven into exile I think it was about
the year 17GT that by edict of Carlos III
all members of the order of Jesus were
banished from Spain and her transatlantic
coloniesincluding of course those priests
who had long been laboring in Lower Cali-
fornia And a bitter thing it must have
been for those faithful friars who had
deprived themselves of every comfort in
this almost uninhabitable wilderness to be
compelled to resign the fruits of their
labors into the hangs of a rival orderthe
Dominicansand themselves go into tho
world homeless and disgraced through no
sin of their own

The story of Jesuitic explorations in
Lower California sounds like a romance-
or an epic poem Early as 1GS3 they had
pierced to the heart of the peninsula and
in a few years had built up sixteen villages
Through learned Jesuit monk it was first
discovered that the country was not an
island as Cortez and his followers had
falsely declared and through these same
missionaries it was made known that what
the Spaniards had represented as an El
Dorado wonderfully rich in diamonds and
all precious metals in order to gain greater
glories and emoluments for their dis-
covery was mostly arid and barren with
out water or treasures of any kind

The early fathers found the peninsular
Indians about the most degraded specimens-
of humanity in existence even lower than
the boasts of the field content to lie all day
upon their faces stark naked in the sand
basking like snakes in the hot sun They
had no city village hut or dwelling of any
description no laws no order and most of
them entertained no religious ideas A few
of the tribes were moon worshipers and a
few were imbued with a secret horror of
three invisible divinities supposed to be
moved by mortal hatred and to wage per
petual war with one another and to vent
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Among such creatures the learned and
pious monk made what Baron Von Hum
boldt called a pacific conquest of the
country using no force but disinterested
kindness united to Godlike patience
One of the banished Jesuitsa German
named Jack Baegert wrote a book after
spending seventeen years on the peninsula
which gives a detailed account of this part of
the American continent and its aboriginal
inhabitants about whom less known than
of any other indigenous rare I have
lately secured this genuine treasurewhich-
is now rare even in Germany and proba
bly not half a dozen other copies could be
found on this side of the sea The quaint
volume of 350 pages of course in the Ger-
man

¬

language was printed in Mannbicm
in 1773 and its translated title reads An
Account of the American Peninsula of Cali ¬

fornia with a TwoFold Appendix of False
Reports Written by a priest of the
Society of Jesus who lived there many
years past

Its author does not mention over which-
of the twelve peninsular missions ho pre-
sided

¬

but says that he lived under the
twentyeighth degree twelve leagues from
the Pacific or rather we should say twelve
stunden the German tiundc being a little
less than the French liciif There were two
missions under that latitude those of
Septem Dolpsum seven sorrows and of

I Saint Aloysius and probably his was the
I latter it being nearest tho sea He gives a

doleful account of the country describing
it as covered with mountains rocks and
sand almost destitute of water and trees

t but abounding with thorny shrubs Says
he No one needs be afraid to drown him ¬

self but the danger of dying from thirst is
much greater In all the land there are but

1 six brooks of running water and only four
of these reach the sea the rest being
swallowed up not far from their sources-
in rock and sand

Evidently Father Baogert was not much
of a naturalist and that part of the book
which treats of animals is most curious
with an originality of classification that
would astonish an Agassiz He speaks of
bats as birds and again as vermin and
under the latter expressive if not strictly
scientific terms includes also snakes
scorpions ccntipidcs toads wasps ants
and grasshoppers He indulges in serpent
stories worthy the wildest versions of
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and if one may believe him the rattlers
must have been even more numerous and
sociably inclined than now He bemoans-
the scarcity of fish away from the ocean
and the fact that during Lent thifroPiof that food had to be b
Pacific thirtysix miles distant adding
that on other days of abstinence his meal
consisted of dried beans and a little goats
milk with now and then a birds egg when
one could be found

The good father advances a new theory-
as to the origin of the name of California
declaring it to be a con traction of the Latin
words caKOa fornixhot oven Though
representing the peninsula as hot sterile
and almost without rain he admits that
wherever water is turned on the soil ex-
hibits

¬

surprsng fertility He writes
One may plant what he chooses and it

will thrive the earth yielding one hundred-
fold In the same year a field will yield a-

Ii
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double and sometimes a threefold harvest-
of corn that grows to prodigious height
bearing twelvo cars on the stalk It is only-
to be regretted that such humid places are
of rare occurrences and that often one can ¬

not find water for irrigating a certain piece-
of ground within from forty to fifty miles
But it should be remembered that Father
Baegert lived near the Tropic of Cancer
where excessivei heats arc expected and
that most of the missionary efforts in Cali ¬

fornia were confined to the dryest and
hottest coasts-

Washington Irving states but I do not
know upon what authority that when the
missions were first established in Lower
California the aborigonies numbered about
thirty thousand Baegert says In a
country so sterile as this the number of in ¬

habitants cannot bo great for most of them
would die of hunger were it densely popu-
lated

¬
Consequently there are few Cali-

fornians in proportion to the great extent-
of territoryalmost as few as if there were
none at all One may travel in ten different
parts four days or more without seing a
single human being-

A peculiarity of the country today is
that one may travel scores of miles with
out finding the slightest trace of human
occupancy or if at rare intervals he sees
an Indian family they will be squatted
silently on a bare hillside with no shelter
but the sky The missionaries were never
aole to induce the natives to abandon all
out doors for an abiding place They built
themselves
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of adobe or stone but the Indians con
tinued to spend their days in the sun and
their nights with the sky fora counterpane
Only during the season of cold winds could
they be persuaded to erect any sort of shel-
ter and then merely a rude breakweather-
of sage brushabout three feet high in the
shape of a halfmoon behind which they
huddled Baegert excuses their shift
lessness in this wise If they had houses
they would be compelled to carry them
about like snails or turtles for the nec
ccssity of collecting food urges them to
wander constantly They cannot start
every morning from the same place and
return thither in thecveuing since a single
tract of land cannot long provide Jor the
smallest tribe Today tho water will fail
tomorrow they have to go a long distance-
to gather a certain fruit or seed then fit
for food I am not mistaken in saying that
most of them change their night quarters-
at least a hundred times a year hardly ever
sleeping three successive times in the same
part of the country-

As the blue sky roofed their habitation-
so in the days of the missionaries their
own brown skins were all the clothing they
cared for The males and children peram-
bulated the earth from birth to death in a
state of perfect nudity and so did most of
the womenexcept a few young belles
among whom the fashion existed of wear
leg on festive occasions a sort of apron
which the monk describes as about a span
wide of different length generally reach
lag to the knee leaving naked both sides-
of the thighs This regalia must resemble
Japanese portieres in workmanship being
merely strings of caltiesfibre in which are
strung short sections of waterreed like
beads on a rosary J A number of these
strings hitched close together on a girdle-
of rawhide hang down before and behind
The men like the women allow their hair-
to grow long and when it becomes too
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to be longer endured such a thing as a
comb or brush being unheard of it is
chopped off with a sharp flint and allowed-
to grow again Formerly the ears of all
male children were pierced with a pointed
stick and into the aperture bones and bits
of wood were inserted often enlarging the
lobes to such a degree that they actually
hung down upon the shoulders when the
person has grown to mans estate On
gala days they further enhanced their
natural beauty by daubing different parts-
of the body with streaks of red and yellow
the colors being obtained from berries or
by burning certain minerals Though the
native Californian differs totally from his
brother Mexican in language and habits-
be has the same clove colored hide varying
in shade from tan to copper The new-
born babies are white as AngloSaxons-
but soon the darker blood begins to show
itself The straight course hair is black-
as pitch and seldom grows gray even on
extreme old age All are beardless the
eyebrows but slightly defined and tho
teeth whiter than pearls though never
cleaned As a rule they are taller than the
other Indians of Mexico and remarkably
supple one of their favorite amusements
being to stand upright on ono leg and with
ho toes of the other foot lift stones
bones and sticks from the ground to their
mouths

Before the coming of the Spaniards the
Californians believed that their country
comprised the whole world and that they
themselves were its sole inhabitants
Though small numerically they were
divided into a great many tribes each tribe
speaking a different tongue The mission ¬

aries complained that in the space of ISO

leagues they had to learn nineteen dialects-
In reality there were but three distinct
languages among the peninsular tribes
the Moqui Pericu and Cachimi Father
Baegert says that though a mission con-
tained but a thousand souls it might em-
brace as many little nations among its
parishioners as Switzerland counts cantons
and allies His own mission barely enum ¬

erated 500 yet consisted of eleven distinct
tribes each speaking n separate language-
In order that you may imagine how easy
those dialects were to learn I will mention
he names of some of the tribesTeengua-
bebes Utshipugcs Mitshirihutamars
Mitshirikuteurus and Mitshirikutaaua-
aeres

I It is not to be expected that people in soI
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should have used many implements Their
entire outfit for all occasions in life con
sisted of a bow and arrows a flint instead-
of a knife and a bone or u piece of wood
for digging roots A big turtleshell served
for a basket cradle shovel sad soup
tureen a bladder for carrying water and
the skin of a wildcat or a net of cactus
fibre answered fora Saratoga in which-
to transport the whole business They
were and still are skillful archers and
their bows made out of the roots of wild
willows were more than six feet long
strung with the intestines of animals The
shafts of their arrow were common reeds
straightened by fire each decorated with
four feathers at one end and a piece of
pointed wood at the other or a flint of
triangular shape indented like the edge of
a saw As they never made war and there
were no powerful animals to kill no need
of selfdefense these primitive arms
answered their purpose as well as more
modern weapons

Father Baegert says that when the
missionaries found them they lived in utter
licentiousness without shame or fear and
that the feelings of love and jealousy were
unknown among them Each man took as
many wives as he liked and if there wero
several sisters in the family he espoused
them all at once But for some time the
soninlaw was not allowed to look upon
the face of his motherinlaw or any of the
female relatives of his numerous wives
and must step aside and hide himself when-
ever they were present They had no
cgard for consanguinity and the mission-
aries found many cases where a man
counted his own nieces sisters anddaught
ers among the number of his wives
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Dyspepsia
makes the lives of many people miserable
and often leads to selfdestruction We
know of no remedy for Oyspiiibia more
successful than Hoods Sarsaparilla It
acts gently yet surely and efficiently
tones tho stomach and other organs re-
moves the faint feeling creates a good ap-
petite cures headache and refreshes the
burdened mind Give Hoods Sarsaparilla
a fair trial It will do you good i259

Facts Worth Knowing
In all diseases of the nasal mucous mem-

brane the remedy used must be nonirritat
ngCThe medical profession haJ been slow to
learn this Nothing satisfactory can be
accomplished douches snuffspowders
syringes astringents or any similar appli ¬

cations bpcauso they arc all irritating do
not thoroughly reach the affected surfaces
and should bo abandoned as worse than
failures A multitude of persons who had
for years borne all tho worry and pain that
catarrh can inflict testify to radical and
permanent cures wrought by Elys Cream
Balm
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18ineh Plush 75e per Yard 24ineh Plush 1 per Yard

Our Silk Department is Full and C > mplete

PERSIAN DRAPERY SILKS
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In all Latest Shades only 75c per yard
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Great Bargaill Stores

stock of Woodenware Willowware Tinware Graniteware Crockery-
and Glassware Table and Pocket Cutlery Jewelry Rogers Plated Silverware
Stationery Notions Toys and Novelties is now Complete k
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HENRY WAGENERS-

alt Lake City Utah

California Brewery
Iuleerl3eer Ale Porter

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL it
Second South Street Three Doors Eait of

an Street

THE MERCANTILE AGENCY

R O DUN J CO

George Osmond Gen Manager
Utah and Idaho
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